Friends of Greville Smyth
Meeting minutes 17 November 2008
Present: Janine Hale-Brown (Chair), Charlie Bolton, Caroline Rigg, Sean Beynon, John Hayes, Sue Lutkenhouse (Parks Dept.), Andy Spargo, Andrew Whitehead, John Usher, 
Roger Kerton,Mike Abnett
Apologies: Margaret Bishop,John Purkiss,Ben barker,Sue and Peter Gruffyd,Alice Fergusson,Ingrid Skeels
CYCLING 

Andrew Whitehead and John Usher attended the meeting to explain plans and proposals being taken forward under Connect2 (http://www.sustransconnect2.org.uk/) for walking / cycling routes linking the city with Ashton Court Estate and beyond.  Some of these already exist, others will be created to connect up or rationalise existing routes.  In looking at infrastructure issues Andrew and John are exploring potential links through Greville Smyth Park and how best to integrate the Park into this project, using / improving existing routes where present and improving signage to better direct cyclists and encourage considerate use (one suggestion being to indicate “Pedestrian Priority” in the Park).  

There was discussion around safety / speed issues, whether (and where) cyclists should be directed through the Park, and suggestions for assessing current use (to see where we might want to encourage or discourage use). 

All these issues are being taken forward by a Connect2 Steering Group which FrOGS members are invited to join.  Contact Andrew on Bristol 9036592 if you would like to do so. 

FRAYNE ROAD TREES MEETING (report back from John Hayes and Caroline Rigg)
John Hayes and Caroline Rigg attended a meeting in the Park with Frayne Road residents John Holland and Hugh Nettlefield and Julian and Matt from BCC. John Holland and Hugh N are concerned mainly about security and young people’s anti-social behaviour in the area alongside Frayne Road.  They also have concerns about the trees getting too big and dropping leaves on their cars, gutters etc.  They would like the shrubs and trees pruned back / removed. Matt confirmed any drastic clearance of this area was unlikely given its benefits to wildlife but would look into possibilities for some minor pruning and possible removal of one tree (the holm oak opposite 11 Frayne Road) when there was budget for this.  He is looking into whether health and safety issues would allow FrOGS members to help with pruning if they wanted to volunteer.
Charlie Bolton will discuss with Ed Wiltshire (Southville Neighbourhood Policing Team) what might be done on the anti-social behaviour issue.

TENNIS COURTS

Planting: Andy Spargo has produced an excellent and imaginative planting plan for the tennis courts perimeter which includes lots of wildlife friendly native species.  He and Sue Lutkenhouse confirmed planting should take place over the winter.  There was universal appreciation of the planting plan and grateful thanks to Andy for producing it. 

Cycle racks: There was discussion of whether the four cycle racks currently awaiting a “home” in the Park might usefully be sited here, alongside the tennis court gates.  FrOGS members are asked to comment.

New Courts: Janine said a new Tennis Courts Committee has been formed. How the courts will run is still to be finalised but a popular suggestion is that members will have priority use but the courts won’t be locked so non-members will also be able to use them too.  They will be open all year round.  

It has been noticed that there’s a problem with youngsters riding bikes on the courts and treading discarded chewing gum into the ground.  Sue Lutkenhouse will consider how to address this (possible new bin, signs etc). 

MISCELLANEOUS

Trim Trail / Natural Play: Sue L confirmed there was no problem integrating the Trim Trail into the Improvement Plan, also that it should tie in with the natural play strategy of the Park.  Sue will also look into the “wrong” logs having been placed in the wrong positions in the play area.  

Notice Boards: Sue L will talk to Julian about providing a new cover for the Notice Board at the main Ashton Road entrance.

Fitness Classes: fitness classes will be offered in the Park on Saturday 29 November from 7:00am to 8:00am for  £3.50 a session.  All invited to turn up and give it a go!

Trees and biodiversity: BCC now has a Tree Sponsorship Scheme and has put in place a new Biodiversity Action Plan - see http://www.bristol.gov.uk/ccm/navigation/environment-and-planning/parks-and-open-spaces/ for details of both.
New BCC Chief Executive: visiting the Park on Tuesday 25 November at 2:00pm.  She will be on site for about 15 minutes.  FrOGS members welcome to come along (to say what a lot of good things we’ve done, what else we’d like to see etc), meeting at the main Park entrance near the zebra crossing on Ashton Road.  

Re-seeding (near Ashton Road/Frayne Road entrance): seems to have been just grass seed used rather than the wildflower mix as agreed.  Sue L will take this up with the contractors.  She will also check the signage in this location.Since the meeting Sue L has confirmed with the contractors that wildflower mix was planted
Pavilion update: Sue L is still working on the Implementation Plan and undertaking other work to inform Business Plan.  Likely that “credit crunch” will inevitably impact on progress.

NEXT TWO MEETINGS

Will be at 8:00 pm on 12 January 2009 and 16 March 2009.
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