FROGS Meeting Minutes 22/9/08

Present: John Purkiss, John Hayes, Chris Whale  Ben Barker, Caroline Rigg, James McQuaid, Dave Ashley, Taylor Brown, Alice Ferguson, Janine Hale-Brown (chair), Laura Cuckow(anti-social behaviour coordinator from police)
Apologies: Margaret, Paula, Ingrid.

Janine began with update on BCC’s progress with park project. No word from Sue Lutkenhouse since last meeting so we don’t know if there has been any progress on the feasibility study. John P confirmed that not much progress has been made, and also reported that Andy Spargo (Landscape design officer) has been off sick. (since the meeting sue has confirmed she is busy with a funding bid for Eastville park and plans to get back to G.S as soon as she can)
Caroline asked about planting around tennis courts. John P said Sue had indicated it would happen ‘soon’ i.e. before Christmas.

Tennis court resurfacing now complete but no-one seems to know how to access courts as a new system was supposed to be starting and the tennis club have not been informed about how this will work. They are due to have an extraordinary meeting to discuss this in the next couple of weeks and have said they will let FrOGS know in case anyone wants to go.

 John P also reported that the surfacing may not have been done correctly and may have to be ‘patched up’. The destroyed path has now been re-tarmacked but the stone wall is still not repaired.

Wildflower meadow – John P, John H and Taylor and kids joined Sue Lutkenhouse to seed the new extended patch of meadow last weekend. The old bit that had been dumped on was not deemed to be in a fit state and Sue is to instruct the contractors to prepare the ground properly. She has also offered to provide more seed to cover this area. All agreed thanks were due to Sue for dealing with this problem.

A position has been agreed for Ashton Boys’ storage container. It is to be placed near the logs on the flyover side of the park. Climbing plants will be grown over it to disguise it from Bower Ashton Terrace. No date has been set for its installation – ground is currently ‘too soft’. Ben pointed out that area of the park is often wet as there is a stream running beneath it. Taylor asked whether anything could be done about mud craters around the 5-a-side football pitch goalposts. Protective matting (as in playground) was discussed but no actions agreed on. 

Alice asked about moving logs to play area, and pointed out there was a need for some as steps to the ‘telephones’ in toddler area, which are too high for small children to use. Alice offered to contact John Knowlson about this.  

Janine mentioned that toilets are meant to be open mon-sat 9-6 ,although were not when she passed during these hours the other day
Chris talked about setting up a trim trail in the park. Said there was not a ‘measured mile’ around the park but there was a half-mile. Has done some research into equipment and has offered to draw up provisional plan with costings. He will email some photos of equipment and a suggested plan for discussion once completed. Caroline pointed out the importance of sensitivity to wildlife in positioning the equipment. Janine suggested contacting the sports development officers at BCC. Some discussion arose around the fact that a trim trail was not in the 5 year plan, but all agreed this should not hold it back, especially as the plan may be on hold for some time due to lack of 106 money being available to implement it. Chris also mentioned that certain equipment was available specifically designed for wheelchair accessibility. Ben suggested contacting BCC’s equality unit for advice.

Chris also asked about the possibility of Skateboarding/BMXing area. Caroline said she thought it should be discouraged due to noise and disruption to tranquillity of park. Taylor suggested it may be better to focus resources on Dame Emily park which already has a popular skate park in dire need of renovation. Ben said there may be funding for this.
Alice and Taylor both pointed out main noise pollution in park was from traffic on flyover and raised the idea of acoustic fencing. Both to email Sue to request this is included in plan.

Parks Forum Meeting – Ben and John P attended. Reported on proposed changes to park operations and circulated diagram of new structure. How this would change Frogs’ relationship with BCC is uncertain. There will be a full-time dedicated park keeper for GSP, and 2 ‘community park officers’ for the wider area. The contract manager will relate directly to park groups. There will also be dedicated teams for e.g. wildlife and woodlands. Changes to come into force from1st April 2009.

For more information on this see:   http;//www.bristol.gov.uk/ccm/content/Environment-Planning/Parks-and-open-spaces/review-of-bristol-parks-and-bristol-contract-services-grounds-maintenance-teams.en
The new maintenance contract is out for tender and bids will be assessed on quality as well as value.

Janine said she would continue to email forum minutes to frogs.
Janine has been sent the following weblink to interesting research done in America demonstrating that parks generate much more wealth in an area than they cost to maintain  www.tpl.org/philaparkvalue
CABE information on free park meetings around the country was circulated. Contact Janine for info.

FRANC (Friends of Avon New Cut) newsletter. Janine to stop circulating to Frogs. Anyone interested in receiving it directly should email John Purkiss: 

John P reported had spoken to Russell Horsey (BCC tree officer) re. 2 black poplars which had not taken after community planting. Russell agreed to replace them. All other trees seem to be healthy.

Laura (police anti-social behaviour co-ordinator)) introduced herself and asked for any comments on anti-social behaviour. All agreed the situation seemed to have improved and there were no major problems currently. She said there seemed to be more of a problem in Dame Emily park at the moment but this was being dealt with. Caroline mentioned fly-tipping at old Mercades garage near park. Janine has Laura’s email if anyone wishes to contact her. Laura also mentioned a community safety officer – Kate O’ Conner – who could be contacted about any concerns.

Website  - reminder that all can access newly designed website (www.frogs.org.uk/aries) and make additions or corrections. Login and password both ‘frogs’.

Next meeting – 17th November 8pm. St Francis Church Hall.

No date set for January yet.

