                FrOGS Meeting Minutes Mon 16th January 2012
Present; Margaret Bishop, Janine Hale-Brown, Matthew Symonds, Caroline Rigg, Hugh Nettlefield, Laura and Nick Opie, Ingrid Skeels, Taylor Brown, John Hayes
Apologies; John Purkiss, Alice Ferguson, Ben Barker

Bulb Planting; A successful event was held in November with children from Ashton gate school planting bulbs along the edge of park near teen shelter. Many thanks to Andrew Kauffman of Quadron for organising this

Green Flag; Andrew K is submitting this soon. All read the publicity and supporting statements and agreed these are well worded

Biodiversity; Andy K has suggested 3 possible work days

1. Weeding/maintenance work on wildflower meadow

2. Planting around newly-exposed  rockery

3. Plug planting along Frayne Rd boarder

Agreed-great to have these resources. Andy will let us know what plants etc are proposed. Ask him to organise one at a weekend so we can get involved. Most FrOGS would be unable to do week days but Andy has horticultural students potentially wanting to take part

John H mentioned that the meadow was cut too short, using the wrong equipment. This has been part of a catalogue of problems with the meadow, FrOGS difficulty being communication as people from several different council departments come to meetings in the park and we often don’t see them again, hence not being sure who to write to

Action; Janine to write to Julian to express our concerns

Mike, ParkKeeper; has told us he has semi-retired and reduced his hours to 3 days/week

Action; Janine to include in email to Julian a request for clarification as to what has happened to these hours

Groundwork south west; A charity who have approached Janine offering potential financial and practical help with new projects-see below

Natural Play/Area around big swings; Idea is to replace the old tarmac with grass, hopefully using the rubble to create some more grass mounds for play/sitting on (with a view to it becoming a performance space  it the future when the swings are decommissioned as we have been told they would not be replaced)
Alice has put in a bid for some 106 money but was ranked 4/6 projects so may not get any this time.

Could we consider using Groundwork (see Above) to help with design and funding? Or the BIFFA fund Andy K suggested .Agreed we can only move forward if someone wants to lead the project, otherwise it is fine to leave it “on the back burner” until someone has time to proceed. 
Action;Anyone interested in working on this please let Janine know.
Water fountain; Matthew had heard there is a potential “public water” project in BS3-he will ask Ben Barker for details as it is widely acknowledged we need a water fountain

Wildflower planting along Clift rd edge of park; still on our “wish list” but requires someone  to lead on getting funding/organising

Trees; John H was under the impression some more trees, including fruit trees had been promised. He will check his notes from the various meetings that were held with various BCC personnel towards end of last year

Lazy Sunday; Janine will lead on organising this-apply for grant and do licensing paperwork

Hope that this will help encourage new people to join FrOGS

TB,IS,MS LO,No all would help on day

Suggested date sun 15th July

Action;SUB-GROUP TO MEET TO START ORGANISING SOON –CONTACT JANINE IF YOU WANT TO BE INVOLVED

Pavillion; Janine had phone call from Stacey Andrews today .Said planners say no to 2nd building therefore they plan to use original feasibility study designs but reduced size to make it affordable.

Considerable frustration that the project has gone full circle again, there is a real danger that the various interested groups could lose interest/go elsewhere and again nothing happen

We are unclear what the process has been to get this far-ingrid to email BCC to express our dissatisfaction with level of communication over the years on this project

Agreed-Hugh will contact Stacey to ask for a meeting to clarify her role and remit , who else in Bcc is involved etc. Once this is clearer we can think about FrOGS role and how we may be able to help.

Janine to make sure all other interested parties know this is happening as communication between ourselves is also crucial

AOB; Janine will step down as chair by the end of this year (hopefully sooner)

Next meeting  mon 5th March (AGM)
