                                Minutes of FrOGS Meeting 12/9/11
Present:  Ben Barker, Margaret Bishop, Alice Ferguson, Janine Hale-Brown (chair), John Hayes, John Purkiss, Caroline Rigg, Ingrid Skeels, Ian Maxfield, Chris Rushworth,hana Rushworth John Knowlson (BCC play officer), Sue Lutkenhouse (Bristol Parks),  Maggie Thurtell, Sally Carter(BCC youth service).
Apologies: Matthew Symonds, Mike Abnett (park keeper), Julian Cox (Bristol Parks), Andrew Kauffman (Quadron).

 Natural Play: Ingrid outline the document (attached) that she and Alice had submitted to BCC.  John K spoke about the environment of safety regulations for fixed equipment (much of which has led to different types of injuries to those experienced before) and welcomed the last Government’s shift in emphasis to the development of natural play in parks. 
John K supported the suggestions put forward by Alice and Ingrid and suggested a policy on dog management should be added.  He suggested that five “islands” for play could be marked out in the park and that FrOGS should select their top priorities for implementation from the list of proposals.
Alice and Ingrid to meet with John to progress the plan.  Anyone with comments or suggestions for additions should contact Alice (alice.ferguson@hotmail.com) or Ingrid (ingridskeels@hotmail.com).

Youth Work: Maggie and Sally informed us that they had been working with young people using the park on Friday evenings ever since the police reported regular instances of anti-social behaviour in early 2011.  The park had been much quieter over the summer however.  The AYA youth bus has also been at the park on Saturday evenings.  Football sessions for young people will soon be starting on Fridays (6pm to 8pm) though how long these will continue as the dark evenings draw in is unknown.  A request was made by FrOGS that we be kept more informed, as nobody knew this work had been going on.
Green Flag Application and Park Management Plan: Sue reported that the plan is nearly complete and will soon be issued for people to comment on.  It will be available online, but paper copies will also be placed in venues such as the Southville Centre.  Following a tour of the park by Andrew K, FrOGS members and two BCC biodiversity officers on 13 July, a biodiversity improvement plan (attached) had been drawn up.  This includes many of the suggestions made at the July meeting – although Area 6 should read “trees” not “tree” and paths are NOT required in Area 8.  The following FrOGS proposals were omitted from the plan:

· A wildlife pond

· An area of bamboo for children to play in

· A hedgerow adjacent to the wall alongside the wildflower meadow

· Planting fruit trees on the banks of the children’s play area 

· Growing climbing plants (eg. clematis) up the railings surrounding the children’s play area.
There was some confusion over BCC’s policy on the first 3 items and clarification was requested.  John P expressed his concern that a FrOGS offer to obtain free hedging plants and arrange a working party to plant them had been dismissed by BCC on the grounds that (a) we had not secured funds to pay for the hedge’s maintenance for 15 years and (b) it would create a visual barrier between the street and the park, and reduce the passive surveillance of the park.  John H suggested that a holly hedge would be low maintenance and would deter unattended dogs from entering the park.
Janine reported that Andrew K had offered to organise some activity days which would include Woodland Bulb Planting this Autumn / Winter 2011 and Wild Flower Meadow maintenance in 2011/12. The work would need to be agreed with BCC’s Biodiversity Team and would enhance the Green Flag application.  FrOGS agreed to participate provided plenty of notice of the dates is given in order for us to promote the events.  The two FrOGS members who single-handedly undertook planting in the wildflower meadow last year were not prepared to be the only people who turned up for these new events.  The events need to be on weekend days to enable more people to attend.
Since the meeting there has been more discussion of these issues and John Purkiss,Caroline Rigg and possibly John Hayes have agreed to form a “biodiversity sub-group” to discuss these issues further and come up with suggested priorities for funding so that we are ready to bid for funding through the neighbourhood partnership. If anyone else would like to be part of this please let Janine know (info@frogs.org.uk) 
Pavilion: No decisions on its future have been taken but Julian Cox is convening a meeting before the end of September to which the interested groups will be invited.  Janine will circulate the date when it is announced.  FrOGS requested BCC to keep us informed (even if the news is that nothing is happening for a while) as we need to keep interested parties on board before they lose interest.

A FrOGS request that the barbed wire be removed from the building had met with Julian’s approval but not his manager.

Section 106 funds: Money coming from housing developers will in future be distributed by Neighbourhood Partnerships.  An unknown sum of money from the Megabowl development is likely to come on stream within the next 12 months.  If FrOGS wants to benefit from it, we must prioritise works from the park development plan, costs them and be ready to submit an application to the Greater Bedminster Community Partnership (GBCP) when invited to do so.  The method for distributing funds will be discussed at GBCP’s meeting on 25 October.

Ashton Meadows: This green space under the Cumberland Basin flyover, between the river and the park, was specially landscaped when it was created.  Concerns have been expressed that BCC is apparently unaware of this and the landscape has been damaged in recent years.  A meeting of several community green space groups was held in August to consider setting up a Friends group. This suggestion was not adopted but, along with all green spaces in Greater Bedminster, a statement of the space will be drawn up and adopted by the GBCP.  
Glass-House Community Led Design: A workshop is being held in Bristol on 21 October.  Janine and Ingrid have agreed to show delegates around the park and talk about how FrOGS and BCC work in partnership on its maintenance and improvement. 

Bristol Naturalists Society: The Society is holding a photographic exhibition next year.  Anyone wishing to enter photographs or obtain information should contact Janine.
The Pigeon: Janine reported that a new column in the Pigeon entitled “BS3 Ear” (written by an anonymous contributor) had intimated that FrOGS was a new organisation with ambitious plans to “dramatically improve” the park.  She has written to set the record straight.

Next meetings: Monday 14 November and Monday 16 January.

