                                Minutes of FrOGS Meeting 4/7/11
Present; Ben Barker,John Purkiss,Margaret Bishop,John Hayes,Lucy Skeates,Linda Reed,Anita Elliot,Janine Hale-Brown (chair),Nigel Coates, Alice Ferguson

Natural Play;  Having fundraised for and installed fixed equipment for teenagers and younger children, we have turned our attention to natural play. Alice and Ingrid have drafted a document (attached to these minutes)  based on discussions in the park, consultation with parents and children and courses attended.

Some of the ideas are just about protecting what exists , others are developments that could be done if people wanted to work on them and fundraise for them

John Knowlson, BCC play officer has agreed to come to next meeting to discuss further

Trees; The new tree leaflets are being well-received.25 people attended the recent walk with Tony Titchen

John P and John H met recently with Emma Whitaker of the forest of Avon Trust as they are asking for suggestions of where new trees can be planted. The suggestions given to het were

-ornamental and/or fruit trees on slopes near ashton rd entrance

-fruit trees on slope above children’s play equipment

-native English trees in 2 triangular patches near clift house rd flyover

-hawthorn planting along brunel way, especially where barrier is a bit thin

-possible extra trees along brunel  way(evergreen)

-infill trees between cherry trees parallel to plane trees on ashton rd

-direct replacement where only stumps remain

Emma will now draft planting plan (although there is no guarantee it will all be funded).Anyone is welcome to contact Emma with other suggestions which do not have to be limited to the park emma.whitaker@forestofavontrust.org   deadline is quite soon
Wildflower meadow; the new patches which were scraped back and re-seeded are doing really well and much admired

Question of whether to do more of this. Yellow rattle is doing well in places so may break down the grass, the idea was that the new areas would self-seed and spread

Andrew Kauffman has said he will get council’s biodiversity officer to visit and advise re further management. May need to consider further scarping and seeding areas but wait for their view first

John P suggested mowing a “snaking” path through the meadow, perhaps with small signs to help visitors identify the plants

Pond; universal agreement we would like one-good for wildlife and has been popular in consultations in the past. Questions around health and safety ,size, maintenance can be addressed as project progresses.

Suggested area on island of grass below clift house rd flyover

Ben,John P,John H agreed to get design ideas/costings together for further discussion

Pavillion; No feedback from council  received from the letter we sent to Julian outlining FrOGS position (although quite a few people on mailing list emailed with their support). No News on what is happening
Bowls club feedback is that new club is doing well .Over 50 members with new people joining all the time-they still need more (letter from Laz attached). He believes they can be financially viable if not next year then the one after.

Agreed  Janine to write to Julian again. Re-send letter and ask for clarification around timescale and what decision –making process will be
Green flag; Andrew Kaufman to contact us with parts of plan he wants us to comment on

South West Bristol Cooperative Learning Trust; This has just been set up between Luckwell, South st,Ashton vale primary schools and ashton park secondary school. It represents a new way of running the schools and developing closer links between them and the community, based on values of the cooperative movement. details can be seen on the schools’ websites
Part of the structure is a Forum, made up of parents, children, teachers and community groups. This will meet 3 times per year and feed into trust board. Represents a potential way to increase school/community links. Janine Ingrid and ben went to first meeting. still early stages but potentially good way to increase consultation, involve schools with events , help pupils feel more sense of ownership and responsibility for their community etc.
Area Green Space plans; Neighbourhood partnerships will now have more say in how money is spent. There is a meeting on 20th july at the southville centre to discuss spending priorities on green spaces. Representatives of community groups encouraged to attend to prioritise spending of development money (old 106 money). Suggestion is that themes for  spending in the area may be agreed. Alice agreed to go on behalf of FrOGS and Ben will also be there. Suggestions of things we would like money spent on are; pond, improving surfacing around the swings, wildflower meadow,bins,picnic tables,benches, some of the natural play ideas

Next meeting  mon 12 th sept. 8pm same venue(thanks Margaret for organising this)
